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GST DISTRIBUTION 
273. Mr M. HUGHES to the Premier: 
I refer to Western Australia’s grossly unfair and, dare I say, disgraceful share of the GST and the federal budget 
handed down last night, which shows the national pool of GST will grow significantly over the forward estimates. 
Can the Premier outline to the house whether Western Australians will get to keep their fair share of this pool 
given the recent comments of the federal Liberal Treasurer that he would fix this egregious issue?  
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Kalamunda for the question. 
Before the federal budget was brought down last night, we were hopeful that we would see a better deal on the 
GST in light of all the national commentary, particularly from the federal government, on that issue. At the very 
least, we hoped we would keep the share we had before. However, what we found in the federal budget yesterday 
was an absolute disgrace on the GST issue, a selling out of Western Australia and a $550 million hit to our state 
as a consequence of what the federal government did yesterday.  
The federal GST pool has grown across Australia through people paying GST on everyday goods and services. 
According to the formula used prior to yesterday, our fair share would have been an additional $570 million over 
the forward estimates, but we lost $546 million of that windfall because the commonwealth government adjusted 
our population growth figures. In other words, once again, the commonwealth government has dudded 
Western Australia. We should have got another $570 million but $546 million of that has been taken away because 
the commonwealth forecasted a lower population in Western Australia, which I might say is completely contrary 
to the Western Australian Department of Treasury’s population growth forecasts. We get no warning of these 
things. They just take money away from Western Australia with no warning. There is no explanation. It is 
a completely opaque process. There is no assessment or judgement by the federal Treasurer to say, “Hey, maybe 
in light of what has occurred over the last 10 years, they shouldn’t do it.” 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The National and Liberal Parties are defending the federal government taking $550 million 
away from Western Australia. Defend the federal government—that is all they do! What occurred is a disgrace, 
yet our Liberal Party is backing Western Australia losing GST. I have been here long enough to be part of the 
debates in which WA Labor said “Don’t sign the GST deal” and the Liberal Party did. It signed us up to this unfair, 
disgraceful system. Members opposite should hang their heads in shame. What occurred nationally yesterday is 
a complete sell-out of our great state. 
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